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Structure

1. The Indernet
2. ‚India‘ and ‚Germany‘
3. An own space
4. ‚Indianness‘
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Urmila Goel

• researcher in cultural and social anthropology
• affiliated to European University Viadrina in 

Frankfurt/Oder, Germany
• Visiting scholar at Asia Centre, University of 

New England
• research project „The virtual second generation“
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The internet portal Indernet
• http://www.theinder.net
• by ‚Indians of the second 

generation‘
• for ‚Indians of the second 

generation‘
• founded in 2000 in 

Germany
– internet boom, 

demographic development, 
‚Kinder statt Inder‘

• non-profit
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Content of the Indernet

• provides
– editorial content
– events calendar
– interactive elements

• on ‚India‘ and ‚Indian 
life in Germany‘

• well established
– clicks, media 

coverage, publicity
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‚India‘ and ‚Germany‘
• symbollically refers to 

‚India‘
– name: theinder.net / 

Indernet
– logo
– project description
– topics

• is localised in ‚Germany‘
– language
– editors and users
– topics
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A space of the ‚second generation‘

• an own space of the ‚second generation‘
• faced with norm of univocal natio-ethno-

cultural belongingess
• experiencing multiple natio-ethno-cultural

belongingness
• and thus othering and discrimination
• on the Indernet the norm
• other norms not challenged
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Functions of the own space

• refuge
• exchange among ‚equals‘
• acceptance of belongingness
• positive identification
• information
• helps to deal with experiences in 

‚Germany‘
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Imagining ‚Indianness‘

• ‚Germanness‘
– beloningness not accepted

• ‚Indianness‘
– ascribed identity
– accepted in Germany
– developed in Germany
– in reaction to Germany
– in German
– symbol as refuge
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Thank you!

More information on www.urmila.de


